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1. Nehru’s tryst with India’s destiny: Aiming high, looking far 

             Manish Sabharwal, Business Standard: 14.11.2014 
ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListen,Translate 

India’s first prime minister is one of the many reasons Pakistan and Indiaborn 
on the same night have had different destinies, writes 

As a child I memorised Jawaharlal Nehru’s spectacular Tryst with Destiny speech and found 

inspiration in his letter from Ahmadnagar jail that said, “Whether we were foolish or not, the historians 

of the future will judge. But we aimed high and looked far.” But one of many prices of growing up is the 

realisation that all humans are a bundle of contradictions or what philosopher Immanuel Kant called 

“cracked vessels”. I was born and brought up in Kashmir. People often blamed Nehru for the Pakistan 

occupation of part of Kashmir but reluctantly agreed that there are many reasons thatIndia and Pakistan 

born on the same night have had very different destinies but Nehru is one of them. 

  

 

Nehru didn’t always agree with the strong team of rivals that got us independence – 

Gandhiji, Patel, Azad, Rajaji, Bose and so on – but he always worked with them 

 

I work in India’s broken people supply chain; Nehru’s blind spot about primary education is a 

baffling blunder but his creation of IITs was masterful. I began my career in the Licence Raj; the socialist 

and big state vision articulated by the Planning Commission’s second plan was nutty but Nehru’s vision 

of self-reliance has created an economy driven by strong domestic consumption that other BRIC 

countries envy. 

He balanced thinking and doing. The wonderful depth and reflectiveness of his prolific writing – 

facing the canes of mounted policemen in a protest against the Simon Commission Nehru wrote in his 

autobiography that “in those seconds I realised the line between cowardice and courage was a thin one 

and I might as well been on the other side” – is complemented by his action bias and letters from jail 

lamenting about being “denied the artistry of action”. 
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Nehru admired democracy; he chided his friends in the Soviet Union for Dominion Status and 

Jawaharlal was unwilling for anything other than complete independence. 

 

The fantastic three-volume biography by S Gopal shows how Nehru was a child of his times in his 

economics but ahead of his times politically. His economics of socialism, flirting with communism, public 

sector, planning and so on were the intellectual weather of the moment. But he did see industrialisation 

as the only way to combat poverty and, unlike Gandhiji, believed khadi and village industries were only 

“temporary expedients of transition rather than solutions”. His politics of universal franchise, free press, 

independent judiciary, respect for institutions and foreign policy were far ahead of any of his peers 

and India has benefited from his view of science as the natural agent of progress. 

 

The Congress party of today should take inspiration from Nehru’s 1936 party president speech that 

said “the Congress party has largely lost touch with the masses and, deprived of the lifegiving energy 

that flows from them, we dry up and weaken and our organisation shrinks and loses the power it had”. 

But it must also remember that Nehru does not belong to any political party. In fact, as historian 

Ramachandra Guha magnificently points out, Nehru’s legacy will rise once it is unpacked from the 

performance of his family and party since 1968. And those of us who believed that his economic thought 

was flawed must dig deeper because he often quoted George Bernard Shaw’s definition of socialism as 

the “the economist’s hate of waste and disorder, the aesthete’s hatred of ugliness and dirt, the lawyer’s 

hatred of injustice, the doctor’s hatred of disease, the saint’s hatred of the seven deadly sins”. This is a 

definition to which we must aspire. India missed its tryst with destiny but she has made a new 

appointment and this is one she will keep. The second appointment owes more to the first than many 

of us believe. their refusal to allow Boris Pasternak to receive the Nobel Prize, yet set an unfortunate 

precedent by unfairly dismissing the Kerala state government in 1959. He struggled to reconcile his 

admiration of science and his Indian identity; for him “the atomic reactor at Trombay facing the Trimurthi 

statue at Elephanta caves symbolised the need for both physical and spiritual power working together 

since neither by itself was enough”. He knew when to change his mind but also how much; he ferociously 

opposed linguistic states till he accepted that it was the will of his party but insisted on the important 

compromise around Hindi that allowed India to avoid the corrosive emotions around language that 

ravaged Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Nehru had a bitter-sweet relationship with elitism; he had a wealthy upbringing in a huge house 

with a swimming pool and tennis court and even though he developed a wonderful vision of neutering 

old elites like the Talukdars and maharajas, he backed down from aggressive land reforms. He didn’t 

always agree with the strong team of rivals that got us independence – Gandhiji, Patel, Azad, Rajaji, 

Bose and so on – but he always worked with them. He was clear about the role of the Army; he had the 

Army Chief move out of Teen Murti Bhavan because the prime minister should live in the best house in 

Delhi and did not allow serving officers working in the defence ministry to wear uniform. He picked his 

battles; Nehru reluctantly obeyed his father by not sitting for the Indian civil services exam and returning 

to India in 1912 because he was the only son, but stood up to him firmly in 1928 when Motilal wanted 

to accept 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Jawaharlal Nehru: Tribute or Elegy? 

The Economic Times: 14.11.2014 
ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

Champion of national, institutionalised modernity A contest is on to claim the legacy of Jawaharlal 

Nehru, India’s first prime minister, whose daughter and grandson also became prime ministers. The 

rival claimants are keen on appropriation, for the purpose of denying the other possession. But of real 

value is the substance of his legacy, which partisan distortion no less than outright ignorance has 

obfuscated. A rabid socialist-atheist who, apart from begetting a dynasty, smothered India’s spiritual 

soul as well as the economy — this is how the opponents of the Nehruvian idea of India as a plural 

democracy where people of all faiths can live in harmony and dignity wish to portray him. Nothing could 

be farther from the truth. 

Nehru was a builder of institutions, in politics, administration, education, science and the economy. 

Don’t spare me, he told Shankar, the cartoonist, setting a democratic standard for the attitude towards 

dissent that his epigones in the prime ministerial chair have not lived up to. He set up the 

Planning Commission, where the finest economists of Europe and the US brainstormed, rather than 

determined sectoral allocations. He initiated India’sspace and atomic programmes, set up the Indian 

Institutes of Technology (IITs) along with the state sector steel plants, dams and machine tool factories 

that many graduates of these IITs mock gratuitously, without appreciating that their time coordinates 

made these public enterprises the building blocks of India’s economic muscle. He set up term-lending 

financial institutions — IFCI, ICICI and IDBI — to transfer the public’s savings to Indian capitalists, who 

also were given the benefit of a protected market and demand from purchasing power generated by 

public investment in infrastructure. Capitalist is as capitalist does. 

 

Nehru’s own party men have focused on his milestones than on the direction of the journey the nation 
needed to undertake, to redeem its tryst with destiny in full. In adapting Nehru’s vision to contemporary 

challenges, they have been timid. This has made space for the opponents of his idea ofIndia to lay claim 
to his mantle. 
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3. Modi to Convene First NDC Meet in Dec 

      Yogima.Sharma @timesgroup.com, The Economic Times: 14.11.2014 
ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

Council likely to consider structure of body replacing plan panel, GST, 
Land Act 

New Delhi: Having initiated a series of reforms and launched some of his pet social projects, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi is getting ready to take states on board in his national development plan as 

promised. The government will next month convene a meeting of the National Development Council – 

all chief ministers are part of it - to arrive at a consensus on key issues such as the structure of a new 

institution that would replace the Planning Commission, goods and services tax and the Land Acquisition 

Act. It will be first meeting of the NDC since Modi took over as PM in May. The previous meeting was 

held in December 2012 to get the 12th Plan approved by states. Senior government officials told ET 

that the Prime Minister’s Office is in the process of finalising a date for the meeting which has never 

been convened at such a short notice. Ideally, the decision of convening the NDC is taken at least six 

months in advance and chief ministers are advised to plan their schedules accordingly. According to an 

official in the know of the matter, Modi is keen on enhancing the involvement of states in the new 

institution that would replace of the Planning Commission. “The NDC has been an advisory body to 

the Planning Commission and hence its views will be significant in finalising the structure and function 

of the new institution that will be constituted in place of the commission,” the official said. The PM is 

likely to also use this forum to present his government’s stand on the much controversial Land 

Acquisition Act so that there is not much opposition when the changes are finally introduced, either 

through an amendment to the Act or through the ordinance route as proposed by Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley, the official added. While the PMO has yet to finalise the agenda of the meeting, another official 

involved in the exercise told ET that the PM is toying with the idea of enabling an atmosphere where 

states would compete among themselves for funds based on performance, and may use the meeting to 

seek states’ view. “There can be no other forum but the NDC to deliberate on the possibility of higher 

budgetary allocation to states which perform better than others, and hence this issue could also come 

up for discussion,” he said.The National Development Council, or the Rashtriya Vikas Parishad, is the 

apex body for decision-making and deliberations on development matters in India and is presided over 

by the Prime Minister. It is an extra-constitutional and non-statutory body. The council was set up on 

August 6, 1952 to promote common economic policies and ensure balanced and rapid development of 

the country. It comprises the Prime Minister, Union Cabinet ministers, chief ministers of all states or 

their substitutes, representatives of the union territories and members of the Planning Commission, and 

has so far met 57 times. 
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4. India is what it is today because of Nehru: Prez 

The Free Press Journal: 14.11.2014 
ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

President Pranab Mukherjee on Thursday described Jawaharlal Nehru as "the jewel of India" and said 

"India is what it is today because of Nehru," reports IANS. 

Delivering the 46th Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Lecture, the president said Nehru's service 

to Indiawas immeasurable and his legacy continues to lead the country to new heights of achievement. 

"He was one of the greatest figures of our times. Nehru had a clear vision of what modern Indiashould 

look like and he set out to realise his dreams by establishing strong pillars which would support the 

young nation," he said. 

"India is what it is today because of Nehru, his vision and his lifetime of dedication to the nation. 

Let us celebrate his legacy and draw inspiration from his life to take our nation towards greater and 

greater glory," he said. 

The lecture was held a day before the birth anniversary of Nehru. Several events have been 

lined up to commemorate the 125th anniversary of Nehru. 

Mukherjee also referred to criticism of Nehru in later years for having accorded primacy to the 

government in economic matters but said these policies must be seen in the context of his times. 

"Capital formation in a society, exploited for 190 years, was a huge task which could not be left 

to the private sector alone. Planning helped allocate scarce resources in accordance with national 

priorities. The relative merit of a regulated economy was widely accepted those days," Pranab said. 

He also referred to Nehru's role in setting up thePlanning Commission, which is being scrapped by the 

Narendra Modi government. 

Referring to the change of power in the general elections earlier this year, the Mars mission and 

the civil nuclear agreement with the US, the president said the disparate events have a common thread 

and illustrate "how Nehru's legacy is not just intact, but continues to lead modern day India to new 

heights of achievement". 

If India has become the third largest economy in the world in terms of purchasing power parity, 

it is because of the multi-purpose projects, the public sector undertakings and institutions of higher 

learning established by Nehru as well as the systematic planning process initiated by him. 

Nehru promoted scientific temper and built a chain of scientific research laboratories across the country, 

he said. 

The president, who was speaking on the topic "Jawaharlal Nehru and the Making of 

Modern India", also recalled Nehru's role in the freedom struggle. Nehru spent 3,262 days in jail during 

the freedom struggle with 1,040 days during the 1942 QuitIndia Movement as the longest spell. 

Nehru penned the 1,200page manuscript of The Discovery of India while under arrest in Ahmednagar 

Fort and it was written in flowing hand using rationed war time paper with no cut, blemish or correction. 

"Nehru was prodigiously productive in terms of writing and thinking during his different periods 

in jail," Mukherjee said, and also referred to his book Glimpses of World History. 

He said Nehru did not use the excuse of the partition of India and the consequent communal 

violence or influx of refugees to postpone elections and treated parliament with great respect. 

He said it was because of Nehru's consistent efforts that India established itself as a secular 

state.Nehru's policy of nonalignment did not mean equidistant or isolationism but independence of 

judgment and action. 
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Mukherjee said democracy has struck deep roots in India thanks to Nehru's stewardship of the 

nation in its early years. 
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5. Meet on reinventing plan panel held at PU 

Hindustan Times, Chandigarh, November 13, 2014First Published: 20:56 IST 

(13/11/2014)  
 

Justice Haripal Verma of Punjab and Haryana high court presided over the function. Ronki Ram, 

dean arts, Ramanjit Kaur Johal, dean international students, and Gurmail Singh, former 

chairperson of economics and international students departments, were the panelists. 

 

Former local member of Parliament (MP) Satya Pal Jain chaired the function. 

 

Justice Haripal Verma said that the makers of Indian constitution considered the economic justice 

as an integral part of the ideals of justice. 

 

"The Planning Commission was an indispensable part of the development history of India's 

republic after the independence. It was envisioned to seriously reform or restructure India's 

economic management,"he added. 

 

Justice Haripal Verma emphasised that the commission should be capable of evolving with the 

needs of the economy, and its actions must be open to public scrutiny. 

 

"The new government has proposed for the scrapping of the Planning Commission and substitute 

it by a 'think tank' team, which will consist of eminent personalities who can contribute 

constructively in the development of the country,"he informed, adding that only the time could 

testify that how this new economic philosophy regarding the development of our federal country 

would be helpful in achieving the long awaited ideals of economic justice and governance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. India to have National Innovation Initiative in primary and secondary 

education: Smriti Irani 

Business Standard: 14.11.2014 

The HRD Minister says it will inculcate desire for inquiry-based learning 

To inculcate interest in mathematics and science, the government will launch a national innovation 

initiative in schools, said Smriti Irani, Union minister for human resource development. Speaking 

at the Ficci Higher Education Summit on Thursday, Irani said the initiative, Rashtriya Aavishkar 

Abhiyaan, would be rolled out next year.   

 

“This will ensure in primary and secondary education, we can inculcate the desire for inquiry-

based learning and a desire to possibly oscillate towards the field of mathematics and science as a 

profession, rather than take it as a part of their academics,” she said. Irani said her ministry would 

take necessary steps to ensure higher education gives due importance to research and industry 

exchange of ideas and collaborations. 

 

These measures will enable those who come up with innovative ideas to get the funding to turn 

their ideas into viable business models. They will not have to leave India to make their dreams into 

a reality, she said. 

 

“The government seeks to find money so that ideas don't leave our shore and youngsters realise 

their ideas will not only turn into successful business models but also have a societal impact,” she 

said. 

 

On education reforms, Irani said the ministry is in the process of designing a path that is not only 

holistic in nature but also takes cognizance of the needs of the future. 

 

The minister said Madan Mohan Malviya Teachers Training Programme will be launched soon, 

for training and re-training of teachers across the country. 

 

Irani said professors from the UK and other nations would come to India under the global initiative 

on academic networks. Under this initiative, launched by the government, industry experts and 

academicians from overseas can come and teach at least for one semester in higher education 

institutions. 

 

She said it will help students get high-quality education, especially those who can't afford to go 

abroad. 

 

Taking note of the desire for transparency and accountability, she said the government has 

launched the Know Your College portal. Those who are registered with the regulators can engage 

with the youth and their parents so that informed choices can be made before a journey begins in 

higher education. 

 



"There have been concerns expressed on whether education is affordable. Recognising the need 

for affordable and quality education, the Indian government has set up a platform of 'Swayam', an 

Indianised version of Massive Open Online Courses," she said. 

 

This has all Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs), central 

universities and selected best colleges and institutions of India. They will provide undergraduate, 

graduate and post-graduate courses free of cost to all citizens. 

 

She added that those who seek a degree or certification in studies through Swayam can sit for an 

examination by paying a nominal cost at that particular institution and get a degree or certification 

at a very concessional rate. 

 

To enable migrant workers, Irani said the University Grants Commission has implemented choice-

based credit transfers. This will be implemented in all central universities across the country, so 

those who move to other cities in search of a job do not leave their education behind. 

 

Emphasising the Narendra Modi government has already made a good progress in education 

reforms, she said: "For too long, we have waited for new initiatives; for too long we have waited 

for reforms to come." 

 

Among other issues, Irani talked about the Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat Abhiyaan, which was 

launched in August. Through this, the HRD ministry aims to increase the learning outcomes in 

Grade 1-3 in reading, writing and comprehension and increasing learning outcomes in Grade 6-8 

in the fields of mathematics and science. 

 

Irani also mentioned the Unnat Bharat Abhiyaan - in which the IITs, IIMs and central universities 

adopt one village each (some have taken up 10 villages). Through this scheme, these institutes aim 

to develop rural India for a better tomorrow. 
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